OPM Rugby Football Club

Juniors section

Policy statement relating to the use of club website, mobile phone and on-line communication with children
Appearing in print on the club website or featuring in a photo is generally a positive experience and is exciting for child and parents.  OPM RFC recognises the need to ensure the welfare and safety of all young people in Rugby Union.  OPM RFC will endeavour to guard against:

· Disclosing personal information about children to people accessing its website.

· Abusive or inappropriate website content which could be viewed by children on the OPM website or linked websites.

· Opportunities for grooming based on photographic images and associated information.

Website policy:

· OPM RFC website and any linked sites will be checked so that content is appropriate to be viewed by children.

· If the OPM RFC receives a complaint about website content, the subject matter in question will be removed immediately until investigation is complete.

· No personal information over and above a child’s name will appear on the website (age, school, interests, address, etc)

· Any photographic images of children displayed on the website will meet the following criteria:

1. Consent from parents will have been sought to both take the photo and to post on the site.

2. Children will be dressed appropriately for the activity to minimise the risk of adapting images inappropriately.

3. No individual images will be used – only group photos.

4. If a child is named on the site, a photo will not be included.

5. If a child features in an image, their first or last name will not be used either in text on the site or on the image file name.

6. If consent has been given but is subsequently withdrawn by a parent or child, the image will be removed immediately.
7. Only designated people will be able to add text or images which involve children to the website and any concerns regarding content will be discussed with the club safeguarding officer before they are posted.

Mobile and on-line communication:

· OPM RFC coaches and volunteers will communicate with parents only and not telephone, text or e-mail children directly.
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